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and Lachmann. These are briefly sketched, and are shown to be in 
essential harmony with the teaching in Luther's catechism. 

The eighth chapter is the most important of all. It discusses the 
evangelical character of the Small Catechism, the importance of catechi- 
zation, the neglect of catechizing in the Roman Catholic church, the 
mission of the catechizer, and the proper preparation of the young for 
the reception of the sacraments. 

The book is one of the most important contributions to the science 
of catechetics. Not only pastors, but theological teachers whose duty 
it is to lecture on catechetics, will find it of great value. It is espe- 
cially conservative and evangelical, as well as learned. It probably 
marks the beginning of a return to more conservative Christian think- 
ing in Germany. We shall hail with pleasure the second volume. 

„ M. Valentine. 

Theological Seminary, 

Gettysburg, Pa. 



The Culture of Christian Manhood. Sunday Mornings in 
Battell Chapel. Edited by William H. Sallman. New 
York, Chicago, and Toronto: Fleming H. Revell & Co., 
1897. Pp. 309. gi.50. 

Sixteen sermons preached before the students of Yale University 
are brought together in this volume. In common with most colleges 
and universities, Yale holds to the theory that "the man who can 
preach helpfully to university men is the man who holds a city pastor- 
ate;" and, acting upon this belief, she has invited some of the most 
successful pastors of our land to speak to her students. Among those 
whose sermons appear in this volume are such well-known preachers 
as Charles Cuthbert Hall, Alexander McKenzie, Amory H. Bradford, 
Henry Van Dyke, David J. Burrell, and George A. Gordon. 

In spite of the fact that so many men contribute to this volume, it 
is marked by a large measure of unity. This unity is due in part to 
the characters of the preachers, in part to the occasion. These men 
are marked by moral earnestness, and their sermons bear this stamp. 
There is no attempt at "smartness," no exhibition of cheap wit. 
These men think and speak with dignity. The fact that they speak 
to an audience made up of young men leads to a measure of unity in 
subjects treated. Dr. McClure's theme is "Trophies of Youth the 
Safeguard of Manhood." Dr. Herrick discusses " Manhood's Struggle 
and Victory." Dr. Van Dyke sets forth "The Meaning of Manhood." 
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Few of the preachers fail to deal with questions which are of special 
importance to young men. 

These sermons from some of our representative preachers furnish a 
fine opportunity for the study of sermonic style. The students of 
divinity of Yale must have received large benefit, not only from the 
spiritual truths presented, but as well from the homiletic hints afforded 
by these sermons. In structure some of the work is seriously open to 
criticism. One preacher uses nearly one-half of his time in getting at 
the proposition which he is to discuss. Another in the text "I 
thought upon my ways, and turned my feet unto thy testimonies," 
finds the theme, "The Evolution of a Thinker." A third, discussing 
"Selected Lives," takes as his first division, "The Selected Life;" 
making his general theme and first division practically one. The 
style of some is simple, clear, direct. That of others is involved and 
somewhat stilted. The sermon on "The Part We Know," by Dr. 
McKenzie, is one of the very best in the volume. Taking words 
familiar to everyone — "Silver and gold have I none; but such as I 
have I give thee" — he sets forth with great freshness and force the 
importance of using that which we have. The thought is by no means 
a new one, but he gives to it a new importance. The introduction is 
short and simple, the divisions clear and striking, his vocabulary choice 
and vigorous. Lathan A. Crandall. 



Genesis of the Social Conscience. By H. S. Nash, Professor 
in the Episcopal Theological School at Cambridge. New 
York: The Macmillan Co., 1897. Pp. viii + 309. Cloth, 
81.50. 
In charming and impressive style this work presents the evidence 
for the belief that historic Christianity is the purest and most power- 
ful social force in history. External institutions and their develop- 
ment are passed over, the author's purpose being to disclose the mental 
factors which have wrought the transformations of society from within. 
The starting point is the conception of man as soul, having worth 
within himself, apart from wealth, rank, or other visible distinctions. 
Christianity inherited from Hebraism and diffused in the world the 
monotheistic idea of God, the theological dogma which unifies the race 
and assures a common life in the universe. The idea of the one right- 
eous God becomes an ideal, a creative force, a new starting point of 
progress. 



